
  An Introduction to Standards Based Grading 
   The Purpose of Reporting Grades 
The purpose of grades is to communicate to the student, family and other educators  

a child’s academic strengths and areas for improvement. 
A grade should communicate what a student has or has not learned. 

 Examples of a Traditional Gradebook & a Standards Based Gradebook 
 Traditional Gradebook Standards Based Gradebook 

 Average on 
daily work 

Average on 
assessments 

Grade for 
the term 

Identify parts of a 
text. 

Support a claim using text 
examples.  

Compare & 
contrast two text. 

Juan 100 70 85%/B 3/Proficient 3/Proficient 1/Beginning 

Sara 67 93 80%/B 4/Exceptional 2/Progressing 3/Proficient 

Domonique 80 84 82%/B 1/Beginning 2/Progressing 3/Proficient 

 

Contrasting Traditional Grading & Standards Based Grading 
Traditional Grading Standards Based Grading 

Grades are an average score of all assignments given in a time period. The 
assignments cover different, and sometimes unrelated, topics. For instance,  in math, a 
student may earn one overall grade to communicate their knowledge of adding & 
subtracting.  

Grades are reported per standard or big idea learned.  
For example, in science, a rating would be given on a student's understanding of 

ecology separate from a rating on genetics.  
As a result, teachers know each learner’s strengths and struggles 

allowing for targeted instruction and support. 

Classroom conduct, or the process of learning, is included in the overall 
grade. For example, if a student does not complete an assignment on time, the grade 
is automatically lowered regardless of the knowledge shown. 

Classroom conduct, process of learning, and knowledge and skills gained, 
product of learning, are reported separately. Therefore, ratings in responsibility 

and ratings in topic mastery are independent of one another. 

A student’s first attempts on a topic are of equal point value to their later 
attempts.  
As new knowledge forms, students are graded on their initial attempts to learn.  
This makes taking risks in learning less academically safe for students. 

Grades later in a learning cycle are given increased weight in the  overall 
rating of student learning.  

Students can initially explore a topic with increased academic safety. 



 
 
 
.1.  Grades should only be based on clearly defined standards and learning 
goals that  are found within the district approved curriculum map and companion 
documents 
 
2.  Student evidence (work products and/or assessments) will be evaluated 
based on district defined proficiency levels/performance levels as opposed to 
a traditional point accumulation system and 100 point scale.  
 
3.  Evidence used for grading should be valid and should represent what a 
student knows or can do/apply in a specific course.  
Items that should not influence the course grade are daily homework, late work 
penalties, daily formative assessments, neatness, extra credit, behaviors. 
 
4.  Students should be given feedback throughout the learning cycle but only 
assessed after the learning has occurred. 
Students should have the opportunity to demonstrate additional learning and 
understanding through both reassessment and resubmission. Departments will 
create reassessment/resubmission policies. 
 
5.  The most recent scores, within a standard, should be used to calculate 
overall grade.  Final grades should not be an average of all evidence as the most 
recent score should carry the most weight.  
The most recent scores should represent the student’s level of mastery at, or 
close to, the time of reporting.  
 
6.  Achievement (product criteria) and other factors (behaviors / process criteria) 
will be reported separately.  


